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mity, people will have to part with some share of their earnings;
they should be ready to do so willingly. That is not love which
merely sheds tears and does no more. Profession without action,
is no love; it is but empty words. Love gives, and acts, without
talking. One who loves his father does not go about, like a bard,
praising the father's virtues; he preserves his legacy, improves upon
it and adds to it. A father's best property consists in his virtues,
which the son cultivates in himself and so brings credit both to
the father and to himself. In the same way, we who are Desh-
bandhu's heirs must contribute what we can to enhance what
he has left behind.

GUJARATIS IN CALCUTTA

There is a special bond of regard between the Gujaratis and
me. I have a way of saying harsh things, and the country has
put up with it. It is to the Gujaratis, however, that I say the
harshest things. They do not misunderstand me, but take my
words in the right spirit, regard them as the salutary doses of
a vaid1 and love me all the more for them. I had this experience
with the Gujaratis in Calcutta last week. They had called a meet-
ing to express condolence on the death of Deshbandhu.2 I was
invited to attend and preside over it. The organizers had also
promised me that they would make a collection. I saw that
there had been no collection. I was, therefore, forced to say a few
harsh things. We do well in holding a condolence meeting; but
there should be only one, not too many. There had been one
on the day on which Deshbandhu died, and again on July 1 there
will be meetings in the whole country. There can be, therefore,
only one reason for holding a meeting in between, confined to a
particular community and that reason must be to start some
constructive activity, namely to collect contributions for the fund.
Some activity .of this kind is the best thing which Gujaratis,
Marwaris and other outsiders living in Bengal can take up. This
is what I said in my speech. It did not make the Gujaratis angry;
on the contrary, they understood my point and there was a
shower of rupees from the galleries in the theatre in which the
meeting was held, and a sum of more than Rs. 6,000 was collected
on the spot. If anyone offered less than he should, there was no
dearth of persons to rebuke him. I have been told that there
are still many persons who have not given as much as they can.
If it is so, I should like such persons to make good the deficiency.

1 Physician practising Ayurvedic system of medicine

2 The meeting was held at Alfred Theatre on June 26, 1925.